What's Inside

Discovery Center naturalists put
on display one of their many
talents at the “Northwoods Non-
Profits Got Talent” show -- acting!

The Saturing evening show, in
the spirit of the popular America’s
Got Talent, provided some
fabulous entertainment.  The
gathering was organized and
sponsored by Minocqua-based
Campanile Center for the Arts, a
non-profit organization with the

mission to develop, promote and
support the arts in the Lakeland Naturalists Zach Wilson and Licia Johnson at the “North-

woods Non-Profits Got Talent” show. A giant slug discovery
> led to the age-old question: If you lick a slug, does your

tongue really turn numb?! Photo by Heather Holmes

Center Heu:

community through education

Contact performance and exhibition.

Nine area non-profits developed

skits, dance routines, live music, lip synching, and more. Both real talent, and “fun”
talent, were on display for a crowd of over 300. Three local celebrities formed the
Judge’s Panel, and provided critique and compliments to the brave performers.

The Discovery Center’s brave performers included Naturalist-Educators Zach Wilson
and Licia Johnson. The act opened with a video recording from Executive
Continued on pg. 2
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OUR MISSION

The North Lakeland Discovery Center is 3
community-based environmental learning
center that promotes stewardship of the
region’s natural and cultural resources.

Property managed under an
agreement with the WI DNR.

New Board Members Welcomed

The North Lakeland Discovery Center welcomes two new members to its
Board of Directors. Dorothy Wahner and Jim Reichert are already hard at
work helping the Discovery Center plan for the future.

Mrs. Wahner lives in Mercer with her husband, Jim, who attended Mercer
High School. She has two grown children. She attained her Master of
Science degree from the University of Wisconsin, in Madison, and a
Masters of Science in Health Administration from Cardinal Stritch in
Milwaukee. She has been the Executive Director of several non-profits,
she was the business director of Logemann Community Center, and also
the Social Services Director for Lakeview Hospital in Milwaukee. She is
past president and nine year member of Rotary. Before moving full-time
to the Northwoods, Mrs. Wahner lived in Mequon, Wisconsin . She has
experience with several non-profit organizations including serving on the
board of Mequon Recreational Center and with a local church in Mercer.
Mrs. Wahner looks forward to contributing to the energetic board of
directors at the North Lakeland Discovery Center.

Jim Reichert is a lifelong
seasonal resident of g
Manitowish Waters. Jim's S
four children, Amy, Andrew, 38
Jennifer and Benjamin
grew up on Alder Lake in
the summers and they all
share a passion for the
Northwoods. Jim is a retired
insurance executive. He
spent twenty-five years
with  Mortgage Guaranty =
Insurance Corporation in %
Milwaukee and later with
First American Financial
Corporation, where he

retired as Chief Operating Officer. Jim has long been involved in the Manitowish Waters community and has
served in many capacities. In addition to serving on the Discovery Center Board, he is also a board member of the
Manitowish Waters Lakes Association, Manitowish Chain Defense Fund, and Manitowish Waters Alliance, where

alent Show, continued from pg. 1

Director Sarah Johnson, explaining the Center’s mission, programs, members and audiences. She also worked
behind-the-scenes during the performance, and had a little fun with wolf howls, bird songs, and flying butterflies.
Zach and Licia did a great job “hamming it up” in front of a packed performance hall. They played a naturalist and
a student on a nature hike, enjoying all our Northwoods has to offer... little did they know where the story would
go. “Little Zachy” ended up a bit sticky and confused; the crowd ended up with lots of laughs. A copy of the taped
show will be at the Discovery Center soon. Stop by to check it out -- you'll learn a little, laugh a lot, and get to
know the Discovery Center in a whole different light.

Each group participating in the show received $1,250 to support their work in the community. The staff at the
Discovery Center would like to thank the Campanille Center for the Arts, and to those in attendance for the cheers
-- we have a good time doing what we do and it shows! We are able to do our work, in large part due to your
support. Thank you members!




Volunteer Spotlight: Al Drum

by Tom Joseph, NLDC Board Member

Al Drum Coordinates Lake Level Monitoring

Al Drum is concerned about drought and lake levels.
When he learned that the Discovery Center received

a Citizen Science Monitoring grant from the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources to study changing lake
levels, Al, a retired surveyor, volunteered to coordinate
the project.

He quickly recruited fifteen volunteers at the Presque

Isle and Winchester Town Lakes Committee meetings.
“People are really interested in this kind of data,” Drum re-
marked. “They take ownership because this is their lake.”

In May and early June, Al and his volunteers placed
heavy lag screws into the trunks of lakeside trees to serve
as elevation benchmarks. Because trees grow from the
top, the screws don’t move. Then metal fence posts were
driven into the lake bed, a one-meter staff gauge was se-
curely attached, and the elevation of the zero level on the
gauge was compared to that of the benchmark. “That way
data can be controlled from year to year with an unmov-
able reference,” he explains.

Volunteers took weekly readings throughout the summer and will continue until ice forms on the lakes. Not sur-
prisingly, preliminary data affirms that lake levels rose through mid-August. However, the results vary widely from
lake to lake. Oxbow Lake, monitored by Otto and Linda Novak, rose forty-eight centimeters. Gail Speer reports
that Presque Isle Lake rose only eight centimeters. Numerous factors are probably involved, including whether a
lake is a seepage or drainage lake and the extent of watershed above individual lakes.

Al reports that volunteers are enthusiastic about continued monitoring next summer. With help from Al, his vol-
unteers, and University of Wisconsin/DNR research scientist, Carl Watras, the Discovery Center plans to gather
and analyze data over a longer period of time to better understand how lakes react to precipitation patterns and
climate change. This type of work remains central to our mission.

WOLF AWARENESS WEEK 2010 « OCTOBER [7-23

Order Your 2010 Wolf Awareness
Week Poster Now!!

Posters are now available for pick-up at the
Discovery Center or visit our website and

download the order form.

www.discoverycenter.net/twa.htm




TWA Celebrates 2010 Wolf
Awareness Week October 17-23

Join Timber Wolf Alliance and the Discovery Center as we
celebrate Wolf Awareness Week (WAW). There will be several
educatinal and fun activities and programs running throughout the
week of October 17-23. Also available the month of October are
2010 WAW posters. You will find poster order information on our
website or stop by the Center to pick one up.

2010 WAW Programs

Monday 10/18 Wolf Howling Excursion
7:30 — 10pm Travel deep into wolf territory for an evening howling survey. Learn general wolf ecology, the
current status of wolves in WI and the fascinating ways wolves communicate. Transportation provided.
Preregistration required $20 member $23 non-member $10 youth 16 and under. Location: Discovery Center

Wednesday 10/20 Wolf Tracking with Telemetry Excursion
10am — 2pm Learn how to radio track with Timber Wolf Alliance educator Zach Wilson. We will try to locate a
wolf pack through radio telemetry and tracking. Background on the history and biology of wolves, and the tools
used to study these animals will be provided. Transportation provided (Pack a lunch). Preregistration required
$20 member $23 non-members. Location: Discovery Center

Thursday 10/21 Nibbles and Knowledge “Living With Wolves”
5 —7:30pm Join the Timber Wolf Alliance for an evening presentation on living with wolves. There is ever-grow-
ing concern about the wolf population in Wisconsin. This presentation will focus on some of the misconceptions
related to wolves, and how to better understand how wolves and humans can coexist. Start your night with com-
plimentary appetizers, a cash bar, and mingling. $12 member $15 non-member. Location: Discovery Center

Friday 10/22 Film Screening Fortunate Wilderness
7 — 8:30pm Scientists have been studying the interdependence of wolves and moose at Michigan’s Isle Royale
National Park for over half a century. It is the longest continuous predator-prey study conducted. Filmmaker
George Desort spent over four years with researchers gathering material for Fortunate Wilderness. Join Timber
Wolf Alliance educators and Conserve School students as we view this remarkable film and discuss the impact
of wolves on Wisconsin’s landscape. Location: Conserve School, Land O’ Lakes

Saturday 10/23 Wolf Track T-shirt Stamping for Kids
10am — 12pm Join naturalist Licia Johnson as she teaches about wolf tracks and animal sign. Decorate a
T-shirt or bandana with paint and rubber tracks. Please bring a T-shirt to stamp. $5 youth (includes a bandana).
Location: Discovery Center

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER, CALL 715-543-2085 OR REGISTER ONLINE
WWW.DISCOVERYCENTER.NET

TEACH FOR TIMBER WOLF ALLIANCE!
Spend a day with Timber Wolf Staff and Professionals. Get educated and informed on topics related to wolf history,
ecology, current status, future management potentials, and more. In addition, you’ll gain access to a plethora of materials
from which to draw on for your talks or presentations (specific to topics and age groups). Let us know where you want to
teach, what ages you’d like to work with -- we’ll match you up.

Saturday, Oct. 23 at the Nara Nature Center in Houghton, MIl. OR Saturday, Nov. 06 at MacKenzie Nature Center in Poynette, WI.

(\; or email twa@discoverycenter.net.
‘“ 4

To sign up, call the Discovery Center 715.543.2085




Naturalist Notes:

Connecting Youth with
Positive Alternatives

By Licia Johnson, Staff Naturalist

As naturalists, we are able to participate in many fun and educational
activities throughout the year. Recently | was a part of one of my
favorite events, the Connecting Youth with Positive Alternatives
conference. The conference was put on by the Vilas County Youth
Coalition in St. Germain, WI.

More than 200 sixth grade students from Vilas County schools
met at the St. Germain Community Center on September
22 to participate. The conference’s primary focus is to help
youth learn positive ways to spend their time while avoiding
the use of alcohol or illicit drugs. | was there as a Discovery
Center representative, to promote the many summer activi-
ties we have for middle school students, along with our great
year-round recreational opportunities.

As an exhibitor, | set up a few tables with different education-
al tools, such as animal mounts, skulls, pelts and of course,
scat. With each item, | put out educational cards with differ-
ent facts. Students were given a sheet of paper with several
different questions, all of which could be answered by reading
the informative cards. It's a fun activity the kids enjoy, plus it
serves as an opportunity to learn something!

What's really fun about this event are the students. Many reminisce and remember the Discovery Center, either

Naturalist Licia explaining an activity to a local student.

from visiting The Center with their school or by me having visited their classroom. When they recognize me, they
start sharing all the information they can remember from the classes we taught them with great excitement. It makes
me feel really good about what | do and it's moments like this that reaffirm the belief that | have one of the best jobs

in the world!

Cut Here

Membership Form

Discovery Center Membership

All membership levels include:
* Free onsite use of watercraft and snowshoes

O Individual/Seeker...........vvvvvirrirns $25.00 « Monthly newsletters
E FAaésélr}lIt/lI;g;lsehold/Trekker ............................... $$8888 - Program guide mailed to your home
03 TrRIIBIAZET. oo $250.00 * Discounts on programs and NLDC merchandise
O EXPIOTET...ccuiiiiieiieiceieiieiiereeteeriereere e $500.00 CTTTTTTTYY e et
L0 VOYAZEUL.....eovveveereerrereereereereereereeseereeseereeneeneas $1,000.00 Increased benefits at higher membership levels:
O Pathfinder...........cooovvveereriieeniieneeeeeenns $2,500.00 please call or see our website for details.
O GUIC....eoveeeieeierieiieeeeieeeeeeeeeere e $5,000.00
00 BUSINESS.c.ocvvevvevieeieeieeeeieeteeeeeee et eaeas $250.00 Name
O Please make me a Bird Club member for an additional $10 Address
O Please make me a Timber Wolf Alliance member for $25.00 City St Zip
or more: Amount Phone
. Email
My check for $ is enclosed

The North Lakeland Discovery Center is a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit corporation, so

Charge to : OMastercard OVisa

Account# Exp. Date

For more details about becoming a member of the Discovery
Center, NLDC Bird Club or TWA please visit our website at
www.discoverycenter.net.

your contribution to The Center is fully tax deductible as allowed by relevant law.

Please return membership form to:
NLDC, PO Box 237 Manitowish Waters, WI 54545.



Sunday Monday  Tuesday A Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
Vinyasa Flow
Yoga
9-10:30 a.m.
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Film
Screening- Vinyasa Flow
Ghost Bird Yoga
7-8:30 p.m. 9-10:30 a.m.
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Vinyasa Flow
Yoga
9-10:30 a.m.
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Wolf Howling Wolf Tracking with Nibbles ‘n Film T-shirt Stamping
Excursion Telemetry Knowledge Screening- 10 a.m-12 p.m.
7:30-10 p.m. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Living with Fortunate T
. Wilderness Vinyasa Flow
Wolves in WI 7.8:30 Yoga
. -0 .m.
5-7:30 p-m. (Conserve Mn:oo: 9-10:30 a.m.
Wolf Awareness Weelx 2010
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
30
2oy For further details on our programs and for reg-

istration information, please call 715.543.2085
or visit us onlilne at www.discoverycenter.net.






